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by him in the canoe house. The annelid attains a length of
six to eight inches, the colours being bright red or blueish
black or light yellow. The day of the swarming is the
second night after the full moon in November. The Novem-
ber moon is called Netting the Annelid ; the previous moon
is The Undersized Annelid ; the December moon is The
Full-grown Annelid ; this last is inedible. In each case the
annelid appears on the same day of the month, two days after
the moon is full, but it is only in November that it is fit for
eating and appears in swarms. During the rest of the year
the annelid lives in the coral rocks.
" At sunset a small yellow variety appears, at the moon-
rising the bigger red and black ones come out of the rocks
of the shore-reef.    The current carries it out to sea, and
every fish takes its share of the wriggling mass.    Countless
myriads perish, and the surface of the sea is white under
the moon with the dead bodies floating in the currents.
In anticipation of the swarming the people prepare small,
closely woven nets of fibre, shaped like trout landing nets.
Thirty miles down the coast at Aalai, the eastern entrance
to  the  dividing   channel,   the   annelid swarms, curiously
enough, in October as it does in Samoa.    The success of the
season is judged by the report of how the fishing went at
Aalai.    Appearing only once a year, and being regarded as
a great delicacy, its failure to swarm properly would be a
great disappointment." l
1 W. G. Ivens, Melanesians of the South-east Solomon Islands, pp. 313 sg.